Operator agreement in the use of a descriptive index of edentulous alveolar ridge form.
CAWOOD & HOWELL have proposed a classification of the anatomical form of the residual alveolar processes of edentulous patients. The purpose of this study was to test observer agreement in the clinical assessment of edentulous alveolar ridge form using this classification. This was tested in a pilot study involving 57 edentulous patients, and subsequently in a study of 557 edentulous patients. High levels of observer agreement were found when using this classification for upper and lower edentulous alveolar ridges, suggesting that the classification may be useful as a research tool.